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W O R K G R O U P

            

BACK TO THE BIBLE

PRIVATE 

Translation Dutch letter nr.14

Kampen, October 31st 1998. 

Dear brothers, sisters, pastors and elders,

For the sake of those who haven't read our previous letters and those who haven't yet grasped why we are writing about Roman Catholic doctrine, we'll begin with a quick explanation. We are concerned to see amongst evangelicals a rapidly increasing interest in working together with Roman Catholics. Charis​matic Protestants, especially Americans, are the initiators of this. This is now also happening in the Netherlands. We have mentioned a few examples in our last letters and we'll now add a few more. 

Follow-up on previous letter.
The body of Christ is formed during the priest's prayer of consecration of the bread and the wine, namely the transubstantiation. He then offers the body of Christ on the altar to God, the Father; the term sacrificed Christ is used here. Finally, the priest and the RC believers consume the body of Christ (communi​cate). The consuming of the body of Christ is seen as synonymous to the eating of the manna in the Old Testament and the feeding of the five thousand in the New Testament. This then, is a short summary of what we covered about the eucharist in letter no 12. We also noted that although the eucharist is celebra​ted so often, the RC believer has no assurance of eternal life. Roman Catholics have to try, during their whole life, to earn their salvation by doing good works and taking part in the sacraments of the church. 

In letter no 13 we pointed out the very important place that Mary has in the life of the Roman Catholic Church. Not only does the RC Church believe that Mary was conceived without sin (immaculate conception) and that she lived a sinless life, but they also believe that after her death she was taken up bodily to heaven. 

The apparitions of Mary, for example the one in Amsterdam and what pope John Paul 11 writes in his encyclicals cause us to believe that it won't be too long before the RC Church establishes the dogma of Mary as Co-Redemptrix. She is sitting next to Jesus Christ on the throne as Queen of Heaven. From this position she pleads to Jesus Christ on behalf of the RC believers who pray to her. In spite of her Co-Mediatrix in heaven, the RC believer has no peace with God and no assu​rance of salvation. In this letter we'll study why the doctrine of Rome doesn't give this assurance. 

The assurance of the Protestant and the uncertainty of the RC.
The following song is often sung in our churches and fellowships and when it is it's with the assurance that it's true for each one personally: 


All glory be to Jesus' name


in heaven, earth and sky.


Angels and men bow down to You


and satan has to flee.


(chorus)


I need no other argument,


I need no other plea,


It is enough that Jesus died,


And that He died for me. 


I'll sing His praises all my life


until I leave this world.


For through His death He gave me life


My Saviour and my Lord. (*1)

(The verses are not the original English version but a translation of the Dutch)

Roman Catholics will be able to sing the first verse with us. The chorus will be a problem for them. The church even forbids to think like this. The first two lines of the last verse are okay to sing but the last two are again forbidden. A Roman Catholic can only hope to get to heaven by means of the sacraments of the church, mother Mary, good works and purgatory.

The same terminology for different concepts.
When Protestants and Roman Catholics get together it sometimes seems as if  they both speak the same language. The relationship between Catholics and Protestants has become easier since the second Vatican Council (1962-1965).

When the conversation together turns to spiritual matters a neutral listener could conclude that they have a lot in common. A closer look shows however that the same terminology doesn't mean the same thing for everyone. This causes a lot of confusion and produces a false sense of common ground between Protestant and Catholic teaching. Here follow a few examples of what at first seems to be the same concepts;

Protestant believer: someone who believes in Jesus Christ, His redeeming work and His resurrection and through a personal faith in Him alone has become a child of God. 

-Roman Catholic believer: someone who has been baptized into the RC Church and participates in all her sacraments.(cat.846)

Grace for Protestants: God's free gift of forgiveness for sins.

Grace for RCs: a clear answer from God for good works such as becoming a saint; the angel Gabriel, for example said Mary was full of grace (wit​hout sin). (cat. 494, 1996 to 2005,2027,2617) 

Born again Protestant: someone who has spiritually become a new creation in Christ Jesus by the Holy Spirit. This takes place after he has confessed to God his sins and accepted Jesus Christ as his Saviour. He then becomes a child of God.

Born again RC: someone who has become a member by baptism and is born again into the RC church. Every RC is therefore born again. (cat.1262)

Conversion for Protestants: repentance for one's sinful life and a turning to Jesus Christ for salvation and redemption. 

Conversion for RCs: conversion is not necessary for those baptized as baby, they are born again through baptism. The adult must turn his back on his sinful life and be baptized as member of the RC Church. (cat. 1257)

Forgiveness for Protestants: when we confess our sins to God the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin and then the confessed sins can be forgotten.

Forgiveness for RCs: confession of sins to the priest who on behalf of God forgives them (absolution). 

Punishment for sin for Protestants: when we confess our sins to God He forgives us and the punishment for sin is removed, for Jesus Christ took our punishment upon Himself.

Punishment for sin for RCs: after confessing one's sins to the priest and receiving absolution the priest metes out a suitable punishment (penance); this punishment depends on the seriousness of the sin and can vary, from doing more prayers with the rosary, to making a pilgrimage to a holy place. 

(cat.1460) It is almost certain that such a one will end up in purgatory after his death. (see separate section on this topic). 

Baptism for Protestants: a public testimony and an outward sign of his conversion to Jesus Christ.

Baptism for RCs: the washing away of original sin, the new birth and mem​bership into the RC Church. (cat.169, 1262, 1265, 1277-1279)

A priest for Protestants: every Protestant is a priest in order to fulfil the task of proclaiming the truths of the Bible; there is no hierarchy; the church with her members forms a royal priesthood.

A priest for RCs: he also believes in the priesthood of believers; it is carried out however by a few deligated priests, who after being trained in a seminary    are set aside by the bishop for this task; there is a hierarchy in the priest​hood: priests, high priests (bishops and cardinals) and a supreme priest ( the pope); the priests are all men who have taken the oath of celibacy. (cat. 1546 and 1547)

Prayer for a Protestant: he prays directly to God through Jesus Christ   believing that God hears him. 

Prayer for a Roman Catholic:  he prays directly to God through Jesus Christ but also to Mary whom he believes will help him or send his prayer on to her son Jesus Christ; the RC also prays to dead saints, people whom the pope has declared holy; he also prays formal prayers by using the rosary such as "Hail Mary" and "Our Father". (cat. 2665, 2675, 2678 and 2683)

The Lord's supper for Protestants: it is a symbol in which the death of the Lord Jesus for our sins is remembered.

The Lord's supper for RCs: the priest firstly changes the bread and the wine into the body and blood of Christ through his prayer of consecration and then he offers this to God the Father as a sacrifice after which the Roman Catholic eats the bread with the conviction that he is literally consuming Jesus Christ. 

In general only the priest will drink the wine, as the real blood of Christ. At death the priest will preside over the last communion where the one who is dying will receive the bread as food for his journey to God. (viaticum, cat. 1524) (*2)

The Bible for Protestants: the word of God containing 66 books is the only foundation for the beginning, the maintaining and the completing of one's spiritual life on earth. The reformers described it as "sola scriptura". 

The Bible for RCs: the word of God containing 66 canonical books and 5 apocryphal books and Tradition, also the decisions, rules and laws of the pope and councils of the last centuries are the guidelines for the Roman Catholic in this life and in death. The interpretation of the Bible is completely entrusted to the RC Church. (cat.8 and 82)  

Purgatory for the dead.

Roman Catholics are throughout their lives continually being reminded by the sacraments that he not only receives forgiveness for his sins but that he must also suffer punish​ment for his sins. It is possible that even though he has received absolution at his last confession there still remains unconfessed sin for where no absolution has been granted. The church teaches that because of this the RC believer first spends some time in purgatory after his death. This doesn't apply to those who in this life reach such a holy position that they can go straight to heaven. 

Purgatory shouldn't be confused with hell and is a place where the dead suffer their last punishments and where they are purified. No RC believer knows if he will go to purgatory, or for how long he will have to stay there. Most people however, expect this to happen to them. This is why loved ones dedicate a number of Masses ( church service with the Eucharist) for the deceased. During the Mass there are special prayers for the deceased who is in purgato​ry. It is believed that the greater amount of Masses the shorter the time in purgatory will be. Loved ones are encouraged to pray for the deceased by the help of prayer cards with the photo of the deceased on it.  It is also possible 

to shorten the time in purgatory by means of an indulgence. An indulgence is a written declaration from the church that a portion of the good works of a recognized saint can be used to lighten the load of the one in purgatory. The church receives payment for the extra Masses and the indulgence.     

Purgatory and the Bible
In Latin the word for purgatory is purgatio. This word means cleansing from sin and comes from the verb purgare, meaning to cleanse, to purify or refine. 

According to Tradition the following was formulated about purgatory at the council of Florence in 1438: 

"The Council has decided that those who have passed away with a contrite heart and in the love of God, before they have satisfactorily paid for their 

sins, those done intentionally or those through omission, will have their souls purified after death by punishment in purgatory; this punishment can be removed by the prayers of living believers, the sacrifices at Mass, the giving of alms and other good works which are normally done by believers for other believers in accordance with the teaching of the Church." (*3)

The Roman Catholic catechism of 1995 has based her doctrine on purgatory on the Councils of Florence and Trente (1546). Scripturally, the RC Church  refers to the apocryphal book of 2 Makkabeen where we read the following: 

" He therefore let Judas de Makkabeen bring a sin-offering so that they could be acquited from their sins" (2 Makk.12:45) (cat.1030-1032)

The catechism writes amongst other things, the following about indulgences for the deceased: 

"Seeing that the deceased believers, who are going through a refining process are from the one fellowship of the saints, we can help them in their suffering for their sins by acquiring indulgence for them". (cat. 1479)

"By means of indulgences the believer can acquire for himself and for the souls in purgatory forgiveness for the temporary punishment for sin". (cat. 1498)

Comment workgroup:
Protestants find it very difficult to accept the concept of purgatory and it's even more difficult to believe in it. The quotation from the Roman Catholic Bible isn't acceptable to a Protestant, as the book 2 Makkabeen is an apocryp​hal book which isn't included in the Protestant Bible. The Bible, excluding the apocryp​hal books, shows us very clearly that after death no one can do anything more about the position of his soul. The vital issue for one's destina​tion after death is, if one has accepted or rejected Jesus Christ as one's Saviour on earth. Jesus makes this very clear in the parable of Lazarus and the rich man. The rich man is desperate but it's impossible for Lazarus to reach him because of a great gap between them. It wasn't even possible to  send a warning to earth for his brothers. There was no question of the rich man getting a "second chance" in purgatory. He couldn't cross the unbrigeable gap and had to stay where he was (Luke 16:19-31). We'll drop the subject here because, we know that you, as a Christian reader, could give more examples from the bible to dispute the existence of purgatory.

Praying to deceased saints.
The catechism says the following:

"Through prayer the pilgriming church unites herself with the prayers of the saints and asks for their intercession". (cat. 2692)

By canonizing some believers, this is to say, a formal an​nouncement is made that those believers have heroically lived virtu​ous lives and have been faithful to God's grace, the church recognizes the power of the Spirit of holiness which is in her. By giving the believer those examples and intercessors she supports them in their hope". (cat.828)

(see above for the meaning of "grace" and "believer") 

"The mediation of the saints". "Because the blessed in heaven are much closer united to Christ, they confirm, even more, the whole Church in holiness (....). They never cease speaking on our behalf before the Father through the one Mediator between God and man, Jesus Christ (....). That's why their brother​ly care is such a wonderful encouragement for us in our weakness". (cat.956)

Praying to the dead is for a Protestant a very strange phenomenon. This is completely unknown to him. For the Roman Catholic it is just the opposite, it is part of their upbringing. According to their teaching the deceased and the living believers form an active fellowship. 

The catechism says this:

"Fellowship with the deceased". By firstly recognizing this fellowship which exists in the mystical body of Christ, the pilgriming Church has from the beginning of Christianity celebrated with much reverence the memory of the deceased and because it is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead, in order that, they can be freed from their sins and that they, in turn, pray for the living (2 Makk.12:45). Our prayers for them doesn't just help them but can make their intercession for us effective too". (cat.958) 

To sum it up we can say that the RC Church teaches that there is interaction between the living and the dead. The living pray for the dead, that they will find relief in purgatory. The dead pray for the living as intercessors before God. The living also pray to the dead - usually those who are declared saints -  so that they can intercede for them before God. 

Comment workgroup:
There are several warnings in the Old Testament against asking the advice of the spirits of those who have died:

"Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists" (Lev.19:31; Deut.18:11).

"I will set my face against the person who turns to mediums and spiritists to prostitute himself by following them, and I will cut him off from his people". 

(Lev.20:6; 1 Chron.10:13,14)

Since the beginning of time man has had the tendency to want to make contact with his forefathers. God forbade the believing Israelite to do this. God is a jealous God and doesn't want man on earth to occupy himself with the spirits of those who have died. God desires that we turn solely to Him. This is the clear message given in the Old Testament. In the New Testament there is no mention of contact between believers on the earth and departed believers. The book of Hebrews writes the following after listing a whole number of spiritual giants: 

"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great crowd of witnesses, let us throw of everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us". (Heb.12:1)

We are allowed to follow their example in faith. The writer encourages us to put aside all that is a hindrance and be free of sin, but he never encourages us to 

pray to these deceased ones, not to mention that they pray for us. He doesn't say that we should in the future pray to Enoch, or Moses or Rahab or Samuel or David. No, in the parable, Abraham couldn't do anything for the rich man either. He also couldn't send a messenger from the dead to earth to give a warning. 

"They have Moses and the prophets; let them listen to them". (Luke 16:29) 

This applies to both Protestants and Roman Catholics. There is no contact possible or allowed between the living and the dead. When a Roman Catholic prays to Mary or to one of the saints he is making God jealous and is acting outside of the biblical guidelines. 

Beatification and canonization.
When a Roman Catholic refers to a saint then he doesn't mean a fellow believer but rather one whom the church has declared a saint. This is what the cate​chism says:

"By canonizing some believers, this is to say, that a formal announcement is made that those believers have heroically lived virtuous lives and have been faithful to God's grace, the Church recognizes the power of the Spirit of holiness which is in her. By giving the believer these examples and interces​sors she supports them in their hope". "The masculine and feminine saints have always been a source of inspiration  and renewal in the most difficult moments in the history of the church". Holiness is, after all, the secret source and the infallible standard for her apostolic activities and missio​nary zeal". (cat.827)              

During the pope's 20 years in the papacy he has canonized 280 people 

(this is an average of 14 a year). The last person to be canonized was Edith Stein (her convent name being Theresa Benedicta a Cruce) on October 11 of this year. She was a Jew, converted to the Roman Catholic faith, and died in 1942 as a nun in Auschwitz concentration camp. The Jewish community objected to her canonization, but the pope insisted. (*4)

The official Roman Catholic magazine, "One two one" states in the edition of   October 23 of this year the following:

"The required proof of a miracle before someone is canonized occurred in 1987 when an American girl was brought into hospital suffering from medicine poisoning. It was necessary to have a liver transplantation but after her mother and many other believers prayed to Theresa Benedicta a Cruze she recovered completely without needing an operation". 

Before someone is canonized (declared a saint) beatification takes place (declared blessed). The present pope has chosen, up to now, 805 persons (this is an average of 40 a year). After the beatification there usually follows some time later canonizati​on. 

The encyclopaedia explains it so:

"Declaring someone blessed (beatification) is a declaration from the pope that the deceased shares in the heavenly glory because of his heroic virtues and so can be honoured. The difference between this and declaring someone a saint is that the beatification is less formal and the beatified person can't be publicly honoured just anywhere, but only in those places chosen by the pope." 

The last beatification took place on  October 3 of this year in Croatia. During 

the pope's visit cardinal Stepinac was declared blessed. There were more than a hundred thousand present for the ceremony. (*5)  The Simon Wiesenthal Centre objected to the beatification because the cardinal had collaborated with the nazi regime during the war. This is called the Ustaja regime in Croatia. 

Comment workgroup:
It seems to us that there aren't too many Roman Catholics who are declared blessed. 40 people a year is not very much for a membership of 900 million.

These 40 people have earned a direct passage to heaven. From a biblical point of view is this not possible. Nobody can go to heaven by means of his own merits.    

"All have turned aside, they have together become corrupt; there is no-one who does good, not even one". (Psalm 14:3)

"There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins". (Ecc.7:20)

"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No-one is good-except God alone". (Mark 10:18)

"Therefore no-one will be declared righteous in His sight by observing the law: rather, through the law we become conscious of sin". (Rom.3:20)

"know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no-one will be justified".(Gal.2:16)

Apart from the Roman Catholic Church's unbiblical ideas, there also arises the question if the pope can and may decide who goes to heaven. This is completely unacceptable to a Protestant. Only God can judge this and man has nothing to say in the matter. We are told not to judge (Matt.7:1) When Paul spoke at the meeting of the Areopagus he said the following to the Greeks:

"In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now He commands all people everywhere to repent. For He has set a day when He will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising Him from the dead".(Acts 17:30,31)

God is therefore the One who will judge righteously and not the pope on behalf of the Roman Catholic Church.

Contacts between evangelicals and charismatics with Rome.
The Roman Catholic priest, Francis MacNutt describes in his book, "Overcome by the Spirit" his own experience in this way:

"Kathryn Kuhlman came and stood beside me and I was determined not to resist whatever should happen. A catcher stood behind me whilst several thousand people were watching. I felt the light pressure of Kathryn's hand on my forehead. I had to make a choice; if I didn't take a step backwards then her hand would put me out of balance and I would fall. But I thought, if this is from God then I don't want to resist in anyway. So I didn't take a step back and sure enough, I fell my full length. The crowd was noisy, a reaction of surprise and excitement filled the hall in seeing a Roman Catholic priest wearing his robes falling on the platform". (*6)
About his experiences in the Roman Catholic Church, he writes in the same book the following:

"During the Saturday evening Mass (19 Dec.1976) in Mt.St.Augustine, State Island U.S.A., I was giving out the host to about twenty people. Two of them were overcome by the Spirit when I placed the host on their tongue". 

"Some years ago - his book was written in 1990 - I took part in the celebration of the Eucharist where about twelve people fell, one after the other, without anything being added to the traditional words of the liturgy or anyone tou​ching them. 

"There are a number of Catholics today, priests as well as laymen, who are involved in healing meetings. The most of them have had experience with people being overcome by the Spirit. Several priests have become well-known because of this. Father Edward McDonugh simply walks up and down the aisles sprinkling the people with consecrated water, where many fall backwards in the pews without ever been touched". (*7)
The leader of the Irish headquarters of Youth with a Mission in the Republic of Ireland has written his testimony in a new book with the title: "Adventures in Reconciliation - 29 Catholic testimonies" (page 53,54) Youth with a Mission, Ireland has recently appointed him, a Roman Catholic, to this office. (*8)
H.J.Hegger, who fifty years ago was converted from Roman Catholicism has nearly taken it all back again. He is now 82 years of age and a Reformed minister but writes in the newspaper of Sep.19 of this year the following:

"Today I would never take this step. I would most likely stay a Catholic".

Conclusion and topic of next letter.
When we consider the above mentioned subjects, we see that the hope of a fruitful co-operation between Protestants and Roman Catholics is once more undermined. As we said in the two previous letters, Roman Catholic doctrine obscures the Lord Jesus and his redeeming work at Calvary. This is also clearly the case with regards to purgatory, beatification and canonization.  

It is not easy to summarize the teaching of the RC Church in its entirety. The Church herself has compiled a catechism of this consisting of 733 pages. We'll try to give you a summary of this catechism in the next letter in case you feel it's all becoming rather bitty. We'll also look at the influence the Vatican and the pope have on the ecumenical movement. The next letter will be therefore the fourth and last letter concerning the teaching and practice of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Benny Hinn in Amsterdam (*9)
Benny Hinn held a Miracle Crusade consisting of three meetings on the 28th and 29th September of this year. The morning service could be described as reasonable. The two evening services, where the attendance was around the 10,000 were full of Benny Hinn's customary activities. He first of all prepared the audience for "his miracles". He told of the great revival which is taking place in the world, mentioned Kathryn Kuhlman in connection with healings and spoke about the riches that God would give to those present (the riches of the sinner). The people who preach poverty are going to have an awful difficult time in heaven having to cope with streets of gold and pearly gates.

During his healing ministry he called his helpers up onto the platform 

shou​ting: "clothe him, clothe her", at this they all fell backwards and lay still for a few minutes. After this Benny Hinn told the audience to give each other a hand. Suddenly, without warning, he shouted through the microphone: 'Touch" and many people fell backwards in their chairs screaming and/or jerking. He repeated this again. During his ministry on the platform he said regularly, "energize him, energize her". He announced during the service that there are serious negotiations taking place with the Dutch cable organisations to broadcast the programmes from Christian Channel from London. Christian Channel is the prosperity teachers television broadcasting company where Benny Hinn's organisation have large financial interests. 

Pastoral Care Ministries on the Netherlands.
Pastoral Care ministries is in itself a good and well-known ministry in the Netherlands. However, during their conference from 25-30 October 1998 the main spea​ker, Leanne Payne, caused us some doubts. She is an American therapeu​tist, who is known in the States as an ardent follower of Agnes Sanford. Leanne Payne writes in her book: "The Healing Presence" the following:

"I have been especially privileged to know two people who have a very special relationship with nature and this came about because of their ability to love God and all that He has created. (The one is Dr.Kilby and the other is Agnes Sanford).  (page 181) 

Leanne Payne quotes Agnes Sanford several times in her book. In chapter 13 with the heading: "Incarnational reality" the writer explains that it is 

possible through means of visualisation to always experience Jesus close to you. The heading of this chapter indicates that Leanne Payne believes to a certain point that "the coming in the flesh" (incarnation) of Jesus is possible in the life of a Christian. This almost looks like the same train of thought as that of Agnes Sanford about the suffering in Gethsemane and on the cross. Agnes Sanford believes, just like, one of the founders of psychology, Carl Gustav Jung, in the collective subconsciousness and the common subcon​sciousness of mankind. She maintains that in Gethsemane Jesus Christ pene​trated deep into the common subconsciousness of mankind and so, brought us salvation. By this, it was possible for Him to become sin for us and to bring reconciliation on the cross. Agnes Sanford writes in her book the following:

"He (Jesus) tried to bring salvation to mankind by His teachings alone, but this didn't work.....this caused a short-circuit.... through negative thought vibrations from this sinful world......That's why Jesus undertook the great work in Gethsemane which we call reconciliation......He lowered His thought vibrations literally to the thought vibrations of man and received in Himself the thoughts of mankind, those of sin, sickness, pain and death". (*10) 

It would take too long to cover now the theological deviations of Agnes San​ford. The American doctor, Jane Gumprecht, has recently written a book about the "Mother of the inner healing", after she had broken away from the New Age movement. This Christian doctor clearly lays out in her book 

entit​led: "Abusing Memory of the healing theology of Agnes Sanford" the facts about this deviating theology. 

In view of what we have now touched on concerning this subject we would advise you to be very careful and alert when it comes to the teaching of the therapeutist Leanne Payne in "The Healing Presence". This is contrary to the advice of several well-known people in spiritual work in the Netherlands and Belgium. (*11) 

Remark" The head editor of "De Oogst" (The Harvest) magazine, Hans Frinsel, has warned several times against the teaching of Agnes Sanford. 

Prophet H.J.A.Greene's new book
Due to the questions from several readers about this book we'll take the time to look at it more closely. In our letter of 18 June 1996 we wrote on the subject of false prophets. On page 7 we mentioned Mr.Greene and that his prophecy about the rapture of the Church taking place in 2001 could not be true. In his most recent book which we received from him he calculates once more that Jesus will come to collect His Church in the year 2001. Forgetting the fact that a biblical prophet never prophecies by means of calculation, but by revelation, we continue to believe that this prophecy is not biblical. There is no mention in the whole of the New Testament of an exact time regards the rapture of the Church. On the contrary it is written that the time is not known. We are encouraged to always be prepared for the second coming of the Lord.  

This is how the believers have lived and worked in the service of the Lord all through the centuries. Prophet Greene knows this too, but he writes in his book that the Bible says that it is only the day and the hour which are not known. The Bible has to be read and interpreted in context. When the disci​ples asked Jesus a question regards this subject He said:

"It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority" (Acts 1:7).

The gospel of Matthew says the following:

"But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him".  (Matt.24:43,44)

The apostle Paul writes:

"But the day of the Lord will come like a thief".

"So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with Him". (2Pet.3:10,14)

The apostle John mentions in Revelation different periods of time in days, months and years. He doesn't mention however, exact dates or the year when things will take place in the future. 

To sum it up our conclusion is that Mr. Greene's prophecy is not in accordance with the Bible, therefore it is false. 

The theology of prof.H.M.Kuitert.
Kuitert has turned his back on the cross of Calvary in the same way as his fellow churchman prof.de Heijer (see letter 28-2-97). In his most recent book: " The Inheritance of Christianity" he denies the deity of Jesus Christ. This is abhorrent to us and we hope that many true Christians will oppose this.

On behalf of the workgroup,

Pastor Rien v.d.Kraats.

Consulted books, cassettes, etc.
Not recommended:
1. "Overcome by the Spirit", Francis McNutt ISBN 0-86347-030-0

2. "Rusten in the Geest " (Slain in the Spirit), M.F.G.Parmentier ISBN 90-71571-24-6 

3. "Het geloof van de Katholiek" (The faith of the Catholic), Dr.N.G.M.van Doornik M.S.G. (no 

    longer in print)

4. "Gods Tegenwoordigheid Geneest  (The Healing Presence), Leanne Payne ISBN 9029714395

5. "En zij herkenden Hem" (They recognized Him), Michael Scanlan ISBN 9024203732 

6. "Genodigden, komt nu alles is nu gereed" (Guests, come for everything is now ready), H.J.A.Greene 

    1998

7. "Born Fundamentalist-Born again Catholic" David B. Currie ISBN 0-89870-569-x  

Recommended:
1. "Saving faith, How does Rome define it?", William Webster, Christian Resources; 304 S.W. 19t

     St, Battleground, WA 9864 America.

2. "A Woman Rides the Beast", Dave Hunt, ISBN 1-56507-199-9

3. "Abusing Memory", Jane Gumprecht M.D., ISBN 1-885767-27-7

4. "Romanism", Robert M. Zins, Th.M., ISBN 0-9637141-4-7
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